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Reed Altemus: So o 
forms. Why explore 


ne might ask “Why visual poetry? We know the rules of poetry. We know its 
beyond these boundaries? Is an expansion of the forms of poetry really 


necessary? Isn’t that just opening up poetry to chaos and arbitrariness to disregard traditional 
forms? Why experiment with mis-en-page, typography, visual design etc. why create new 
forms?” For me there is an answer to these questions and it is that the traditional forms have 
failed us: they produce the same kinds of social situations as have ever been: we have poverty, 


wars, corporate imp 


erialism, neocolonialism, racism, religious clashes of all kinds, homophobia, 


etc. etc what we are talking about when we speak of visual poetry is new forms for a new 


content. 
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707 SCOTT STREET 

for Billie Holiday 1959 


from the cover: 

In fact, 707 Scott Street might be best described as a series of poems in the form of a journal, 
which, given Wieners' belief in living as a form of poetry itself, should come as no surprise to his 
readers. 
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And if one were to begin writing at the command of what 
mysterious agent, what concentration could | distill from 
the crashing moment, the confusion of thots that rush in 
on me, so that my mind can not practice automatic writing. 
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Belly is a fiction. Is such a conscious construction of high 
genius intellect that it does not partake of that mysterious 
(again that word force which we call automatic, i.e. without 
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before. 
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separated. For all lives. In that it partakes of existence. 
Whatever that is. | thought then: chance and change. But 
you see, already | am imposing a conscious order there 
which Gertrude had the genius not to do. She did not have 
to do it. As | do. You will allow me that reader, yourselves 
that. That you better do what you have to do 
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